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July 22, 2019

The Honorable Mayor of the City of Los Angeles, Eric Garcetti
Los Angeles City Hall

200 N. Spring St. m

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: End the Sale of Flavored Tobacco Products (Support)

Dear Mayor of the City of Los Angeles, Eric Garcetti

The student leaders of United Parents and Students (UPAS) along with our parents, community
members and teachers are in strong support of a proposed ordinance ending the sale of candy
- and sweet-flavored tobacco products, including menthol cigarettes. As you know, UPAS is an
organization comprised of parents and students who work to address barriers outside of the
classroom that affect the learning process in school. We the student leaders represent over
4,000 students from 6 different schools across Los Angeles.

Over the past few years there has been a drastic increase in the use of flavored tobacco
products, especially vaping products, within our schools and communities. We have seen
firsthand the illegal use of these products in school settings including but not limited to:
classrooms, restrooms, locker rooms and local parks.

Tobacco remains the leading cause of preventable death in our country, and sadly more than 4
out of 5 young adults ages 18-24 who have ever used tobacco reported that the first product
they used was flavored. Furthermore, over half of current high school e-cigarette users report
using a menthol or mint flavored product.

This issue is very important to us. On a daily basis we as students have to navigate gang
violence, poverty, food deserts and homelessness. We should not also have to fight tobacco
companies who target black and brown youth. We are doing our part to bring drug prevention
programs to our schools and to provide education and awareness workshops to our parents.
We are counting on you to protect us on a legislative level and support ending the sale of
flavored tobacco products. Cities like Beverly Hills and Manhattan Beach have prioritized their
community’s health and their student’s health. We believe that the City of Los Angeles can and

should do the same.

We look forward to seeing your leadership on this issue. Thank you for your continued support
of United Parents and Students and the people of Los Angeles.

Sincerely,

The Student Leaders of United Parents and Students
1149 S. Hill St., Ste 600

Los Angeles, CA 90015

unitedparentsandstudents.org
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| am a: student (age:

parent (school:
teacher (school:
\V/ community member

and | stand with the students of United Parents and Students and their desire to see an end on
the sale of flavored tobacco products, including mint and menthol, in the City of Los Angeles.
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